
ATHENS 2013

Heaven & Earth
E D I T E D  B Y

ANASTASIA DRANDAKI

DEMETRA PAPANIKOLA-BAKIRTZI

ANASTASIA TOURTA

n a t i o n a l  g a l l e r y  o f  a r t

BENAKI
MUSEUM

HELLENIC REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND SPORTS



| 4 |

The exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities

Published by the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports and the Benaki Museum, Athens

© 2013 Benaki Museum, Athens
© 2013 Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or information retrieval system, without permission from the publishers.

ISBN 978-960-476-130-2 (HC)

ISBN 978-960-476-131-9 (PBC)

EXHIBITION

GREECE

General Coordination MARIA ANDREADAKI-VLAZAKI

Exhibition concept–Curators JENNY ALBANI, EUGENIA CHALKIA, ANASTASIA DRANDAKI,

DEMETRA PAPANIKOLA-BAKIRTZI, ANASTASIA TOURTA

Supervision JENNY ALBANI, ANASTASIA DRANDAKI

Research assistant MANDY KOLIOU

Packaging and Trasportation MOVEART SA

Coordination BYZANTINE AND CHRISTIAN MUSEUM, ATHENS

Financial Management DIMITRIS DROUNGAS

USA

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

Curator SUSAN MACMILLAN ARENSBERG

Exhibitions D. DODGE THOMPSON, NAOMI REMES, DAVID HAMMER

Design and Installation MARK LEITHAUSER, JAME ANDERSON, BARBARA KEYES

Registrar MICHELLE FONDAS

Conservation BETHANN HEINBAUGH, KIMBERLY SCHENCK

Education FAYA CAUSEY, HEIDI HINISH

J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM

Curator MARY LOUISE HART

Exhibitions QUINCY HOUGHTON, ROBIN MCCARTHY

Design MERRITT PRICE, ROBERT CHECCHI

Registrars SALLY HIBBARD, AMY LINKER, KANOKO SASAO

Antiquities Conservation and Mount-Makers JERRY PODANY, MARIE SVOBODA, 

MCKENZIE LOWRY, BJ FARRAR, DAVID ARMENDARIZ

Education TOBY TANNENBAUM, SHELBY BROWN, CATHY CARPENTER,

AUDREY CHAN, LISA GUZZETTA

CATALOGUE

Editors ANASTASIA DRANDAKI, DEMETRA PAPANIKOLA-BAKIRTZI,

ANASTASIA TOURTA

Benaki Museum research team PANOREA BENATOU, ELENI CHARCHARE, 

MANDY KOLIOU, MARA VERYKOKOU

Bibliography CONSTANTINA KYRIAZI

Translators from Greek Entries: MARIA XANTHOPOULOU

Essays: DEBORAH KAZAZI, VALERIE NUNN

Translator from French ELISABETH WILLIAMS

Text Editor RUSSELL STOCKMAN

Photographs of the exhibits VELISSARIOS VOUTSAS, ELPIDA BOUBALOU

Photographs of Mount Athos exhibits GEORGE POUPIS

Designer FOTINI SAKELLARI

Map PENELOPE MATSOUKA

Color separations PANAYOTIS VOUVELIS, STRATOS VEROPOULOS

Printing ADAM EDITIONS-PERGAMOS

Printed on Fedrigony 150 gsm

The catalogue is issued in conjunction with the exhibition Heaven and Earth: Art of Byzantium from Greek Collections, 
held at the National Gallery of Art, Washington, from October 6, 2013, through March 2, 2014, 

and at the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, from April 9 through August 25, 2014.

The exhibition was organized by the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports, Athens, with the collaboration of the Benaki Museum, Athens, 

and in association with the National Gallery of Art, Washington, and the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles.

SPONSOR

Jacket / Cover illustration Icon with Archangel Michael (cat. no. 59) • Frontispiece The Evangelist Matthew from the Four Gospels (cat. no. 83)



| 5 |

FOREWORDS

| 007 | PANOS PANAGIOTOPOULOS

Minister of Culture and Sports

| 008 | LINA MENDONI

General Secretary, Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports

| 010 | MARIA ANDREADAKI-VLAZAKI

Director General of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage, 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports

| 012 | NIKOLAOS ZIAS

President of the Organizing Committee 

| 013 | ANGELOS DELIVORRIAS

Director of the Benaki Museum, Athens

| 014 | EARL A. POWELL III
Director of the National Gallery of Art, Washington 
TIMOTHY POTTS

Director of the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles

| 016 | ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

| 019 | CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CATALOGUE

| 020 | INTRODUCTION 
ANGELOS DELIVORRIAS

| 024 | Map

[CHAPTER 1] From the Ancient to the 
Byzantine World

| 028 | FROM MAN TO GOD, OR THE MUTATION OF 
A CULTURE (300 B.C.–A.D. 762)
POLYMNIA ATHANASSIADI

| 044 | The Christianization of the Past
ANTHONY KALDELLIS

| 048 | Eternity
EFTERPI MARKI

| 051 | CATALOGUE ENTRIES 1–17

[CHAPTER 2] Spiritual Life
| 074 | IMPERIAL POWER AND THE CHURCH IN BYZANTIUM

MARIE-FRANCE AUZÉPY

| 084 | CATALOGUE ENTRIES 18–37

| 094 | The Early Christian Church, 4th–7th Centuries
CHARALAMBOS BAKIRTZIS

| 098 | Iconoclasm
MARIA PANAYOTIDI

| 102 | The Church as a Symbol of the Cosmos
in Byzantine Architecture and Art
SLOBODAN ĆURČIĆ
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V
ictors, survivors, and above all those invested in recording the past

write history. When it comes to the art of Byzantium and the Italian

Renaissance, one civilization fell, one survived, and one was strongly

motivated to develop something that centuries later become the history of

art and the museum of art. Byzantium fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453, when

Italian humanism was only reaching full stride and would continue in one

form or another through the Enlightenment. The Byzantines had written

history, to be sure, but not of their visual arts, although they did describe and

extol works of architecture, painting and sculpture. Using rhetorical models

from antiquity, authors of the Italian Renaissance composed histories of art

and artists, the chief of which was The Lives of the Most Eminent Painters,

Sculptors and Architects by Giorgio Vasari. Published in two editions, the last

appearing in 1568, it contrasted Byzantine and Italian art to the decided

benefit of the latter. Vasari’s characterization was foundational and governed

Western responses to Byzantine art until the later nineteenth and twentieth

centuries—and still prevails in some quarters. It is not sufficient, therefore, to

label his pejorative attitudes outdated and dismiss them. They must be

engaged and explored as to the “cultural work” they perform for Western

narratives, because they are one aspect of the complex period that this essay

seeks to explore in order to understand the Italian reception of Byzantine art.1

ROBERT S. NELSON

BYZANTINE ART IN THE ITALIAN 
RENAISSANCE

Fig. 134 | Madonna and Child, ca. 1275–1300. 
National Gallery of Art Washington, D.C., 
Andrew W. Mellon Collection, 1937.I.I.[I]/PA. 
Photo: Courtesy National Gallery of Art Washington, D.C.



| 328 |

A
ccording to Vasari, art declined from the reign of

Constantine the Great in the early fourth century A.D. to its

revival in Italy during late thirteenth and early fourteenth

centuries. The waning began even before Constantine founded

Constantinople on the site of ancient Byzantion and launched

what sixteenth-century humanists would call the Byzantine

Empire, their term for the Roman Empire in the east during the

Middle Ages. This notion of decline was the lens through which

Vasari viewed earlier art. The Arch of Constantine in Rome, for

example, was proof of artistic inferiority, because it reused reliefs

from older Roman monuments, as Raphael had reported to Pope

Leo X in 1519. Building upon Raphael’s commentary, Vasari

claimed that the reuse of earlier work was due to “lack of good

masters” in Constantinian Rome, whereas present-day historians

propose instead programmatic or ideological explanations for the

evocations of these past imperial regimes and stress that the arch

should be seen in the context of other nearby Constantinian

projects.2 Vasari’s reaction to the work of Greek artists closer in

date, whom he called “old, but not ancient” (vecchi e non antichi)
was similarly dismissive. He had been to Venice and had seen the

mosaics in the church of San Marco. From this and other

monuments, he concluded that Greek artists “could only trace

outlines on a field of color . . . they made figures in the same style,

with eyes of the possessed, with outstretched hands, [standing] on

the tips of their toes.”3

According to him, the artistic revival began with the Tuscan

artist Cimabue in the last quarter of the thirteenth century under

the initial inspiration, as contradictory as it might appear, of

Byzantine painters. Cimabue’s father apprenticed his son to these

painters and soon, thanks to Cimabue’s innate talent, he surpassed

his teachers “both in drawing and coloring. As for them, they were

unambitious men and the work they executed in Florence was, as

we can see today, carried out in the awkward contemporary style

of that period, not in the fine antique style of Greece.”4

Cimabue then taught Giotto, and the great history of Italian

painting and Vasari’s Lives of the Artists was launched. My concern

here is less the specific details of this account—which has more

than a small measure of myth in it—and more with its larger

frame, whereby Byzantine painting is regarded as a predecessor

but not of fine art proper, which begins with Cimabue. Thus

Byzantine art is excluded from the history of painting.

Give or take this or that artist, this is the great divide that fine

art museums encode to this day. The sequence of artists at the

Uffizi gallery in Florence starts with Cimabue, Duccio, and Giotto.

In London, the National Gallery once had a few Byzantine or

Post-Byzantine icons, but in recent years it transferred these to the

British Museum, the encyclopedic collection of world art. The

Louvre, the principal French museum, begins its painting history

in late medieval France, introduces the standard early Italian artists,

and then presents a canonical history of Western painting down

the length of its famed Grande Galerie. In recent years a small

room adjacent to an eighteenth-century gallery has been devoted to

a group of Post-Byzantine and Russian icons, but Byzantine art

proper, including a handsome mosaic icon of the Transfiguration,

belongs to distant medieval sections of the museum. Similarly, at

the Metropolitan Museum of Art its Byzantine collection occupies

ground-floor rooms next to the medieval galleries and behind and

underneath the grand staircase that leads to the European painting

above. In the museum’s architectural model, an Italian palace, the

upper story is the piano nobile, the floor for the aristocrats, and

accordingly, this level is reserved for the history of Western

painting without Byzantine art.

These examples could be multiplied, which makes the case of

the National Gallery of Art in Washington, the first venue of this

exhibition, all the more exceptional. While it too exhibits medieval

art on a lower level, its first gallery on the principal floor initiates

the history of Western painting with early Italian painting and

includes the Mellon Madonna, a panel here attributed to a

“Byzantine Master” (fig. 134).5 Bought as a Byzantine object for

what became the National Gallery, the panel was given the

acquisition number 1937.1.1 and installed in Gallery One. When

the museum opened in 1941, two other paintings were initially

displayed in this location, numbers 1937.1.2 and 1937.1.3, then

credited to Cimabue and Giotto, respectively.6 Like the first room

of the Uffizi Museum, Gallery One was arranged according to the

order of Vasari’s Lives, with the exception that an example of the

Byzantine manner has been included.

Vasari credits the Florentine authorities with inviting

Byzantine painters to Florence to revive painting, surely an

exaggeration. Evidence of those artists, if they ever existed, is not

extant in Florence, but Byzantine frescoes do survive up the coast

in the port city of Genoa, which had a major trading colony in

Constantinople. On the inner west wall of the cathedral of San

Lorenzo, a semicircle of apostles, Jesus, and Mary surrounds the

central lunette with Christ enthroned and displaying his wounds

(fig. 135). The composition over the arch follows the iconography

of the Byzantine Pentecost. Common to both is the continuous

high-backed bench upon which the apostles are seated. In the

Genoa fresco, the men display books inscribed with their

abbreviated names in Greek, leaving no doubt as to the identity of
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their creator. This detail was unobtrusive, since it can only be seen

from below with the aid of binoculars, and would not have

interfered with the Latin conception of the general composition, a

Coronation of the Virgin, a typically Gothic, non-Byzantine

theme. In 1296 a fire damaged the cathedral, and prominent

inscriptions record the completion of the restoration in 1312; hence

the approximate date of the Byzantine frescoes. Thus it is

tempting to associate the work with a Greek master by the name

of Mark from Constantinople, who is attested in a Genoese

archival document in 1313.7

Just as Byzantine painters worked in Genoa, Italian artists

collaborated with Byzantine artists in Constantinople in the later

Middle Ages. The case of the Crusader-style frescoes at the

Kalenderhane Camii is well known,8 but more relevant for the

present context are the discoveries of fourteenth-century frescoes in

the church of Saint Dominic in the Genoese quarter of Pera, now

the Arab Camii, located across the Golden Horn from the main

city of Constantinople. The language of the inscriptions is Latin, as

are some of the Church Fathers, but the painting style and the

iconography of the Gospel scenes is Greek.9 Presumably the

Genoese community commissioned a Byzantine painter to decorate

their church toward the middle of the fourteenth century. These

interactions of Byzantine and Italian art through Genoa, the

principal trading power on the northwestern corner of the Italian

peninsula in the late Middle Ages, complement the better-known

case of Venice in the northeast. There, in the fourteenth century

Doge Andrea Dandolo sponsored sophisticated confections of

Byzantine and Venetian art for local political purposes.10

In referring to mosaics that Vasari regarded as Byzantine, he

declared that “they all resemble grotesques rather than what they

are meant to represent.”11 The question of representation is a

charged one, and centuries later modernists, for example, in

writing of their admiration for Byzantine art would be as

dismissive of Renaissance art as Vasari was of Byzantine art.

However, since this issue is crucial to the sixteenth century’s

aesthetic response to Byzantine painting, it is useful to look more

closely at the differences by turning not to a Florentine but to a

Venetian painter, Paris Bordone, for Venice remained more

sympathetic to Byzantine art for centuries. Paris Bordone’s canvas

in the National Gallery in London (fig. 136) depicts a half-length

figure of Jesus blessing with his right hand and holding in his left

hand a banderole inscribed in Latin with the words, “I am the

light of the world” (John 8:1).12 This icon-like pose resembles

Byzantine icons of Christ, such as one in our exhibition (cat. no. 54),

Fig. 135 | Last Judgment and Virgin in Glory, west wall, Cathedral of San Lorenzo Genoa, ca. 1312. Photo: ©Photo Scala/Florence.
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and was known in Renaissance Venice.13 In the icon on display,

Jesus holds a book open to a passage from the Gospel of Matthew

(6:14-15), but in Byzantine art in this context, it is more common

for Christ’s book to proclaim that he is the light of the world, as

in the case of a miniature mosaic icon from the twelfth century in

Florence’s Bargello (not the Uffizi) Museum (fig. 137).14

Iconographically the same, the Renaissance canvas and the

Byzantine mosaic could hardly be more dissimilar visually. In

Vasari’s terms, the former depicts what it is “meant to represent,”

that is Christ, whereas the latter presents what Vasari would

regard as a “grotesque” figure with a flat, two-dimensional face and

possessed eyes.15 The Renaissance painting depicts Jesus turning

and gesturing gracefully in actual space. The faint gold stippling at

the cardinal points of his head represents the last vestiges of what

on the Byzantine Christ is a clearly defined cross nimbus. The

gold ground of the latter shuts off space behind Christ, projects

him foreword, and reflects the light that falls on the icon back to

the beholder, especially the light of candles that worshippers would

set before the icon. There Jesus’s text is more legible and complete;

the book is shown upright and frontal so that it can be easily read,

as if it were a signboard. The visual equality of the frontal man

and book demonstrates what the text states, “I am the light of the

world.” The light of the world is also the light of the mosaic, the

light reflected off the gold ground, as it is in other physical

illustrations of this text in wall mosaics in which Christ displays

the same passage. All may derive from earlier and deeper

associations of Christ with light that are inscribed on early

Byzantine lamps from the Holy Land.16 Whereas Paris Bordone

has created the illusion of a man in a room holding a scroll with

an important message, the Byzantine artist, using no less

sophisticated aesthetic devices, has made an icon of the Light of

the World that is light and “Light.” With the advent of the

illusionism and representation that Vasari so prized, something

was gained and something was lost. 

From the perspective of Giorgio Vasari in the sixteenth

century, Byzantine art was a product of a distant and discredited

past, but his was not the only view.17 Certain forms of Byzantine

art were appreciated and collected during the Italian Renaissance,

especially miniature mosaic icons, such as the one presently in the

Bargello Museum (fig. 137). While still a cardinal, the Venetian

Pope Paul II had already amassed a collection of twenty-five

mosaics, according to an inventory of 1457.18 Presumably he was

aided in his acquisitions by his Venetian connections and by the

dispersal of artifacts from Constantinople after the Ottoman

conquest in 1453. For some time Venice had been and would

continue to be the principle port of entry into the West for

Byzantine artifacts, from manuscripts to icons and relics. At the

death of Paul II, his collection of antiquities was broken up, and

other humanists strove to secure choice items that included the

Tazza Farnese, a Hellenistic hardstone carving purchased by

Lorenzo de’ Medici.19

Lorenzo also had a collection of Byzantine mosaic icons, some

of which were inherited from his father Piero di Cosimo de’

Medici. Among the new additions to Lorenzo’s collection were

two bust portraits of Christ, described as large and small. We are

informed about both thanks to the fundamental research of Laurie

Fusco and Gino Corti on Lorenzo’s collection. Following

Lorenzo’s death and the dispersal of the Medici collections, the

small icon appears in documents as a diplomatic gift from the

Florentine government, but cannot be linked with any extant

object today.20 The larger icon, deemed significant enough to be

repurchased by a Medici heir, can be traced because of a mention

of an ebony frame that corresponds to that on the panel in the

Bargello Museum (fig. 137).21 Lorenzo took a personal interest in

mosaics generally, and sought to revive the craft in Florence.22 He

also regarded his Byzantine mosaics highly. According to the

Medici inventory of 1492, the two icons of Christ were kept and

presumably displayed in the Sala Grande of the Medici palace in

Florence, together with Renaissance mosaics.23 Lorenzo’s other

Byzantine mosaics were in his private study.24 The first room

visitors reached after ascending to the piano nobile, the Sala Grande,

appropriately named, was twenty meters long and occupied five of

the ten windows on the building’s entrance façade. A Renaissance

palace served many purposes, but one of the more important ones

was to impress visitors coming to conduct business with its

owner.25 Art, architecture, and furnishings provided the necessary

ambience for these and other occasions. The owner’s social position,

in turn, redounded to the status of the art objects in the palace, a

circular process to be sure, but an effective one, because all elements

were bound up in a common network of associations. Placing the

Fig. 136 | Paris Bordone, Christ as the Light of the World, ca. 1550. National Gallery
of Art, London. Photo: ©2013. The National Gallery, London/Scala, Florence.
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Byzantine icons in the front room on the main floor of the Medici

palace gave them a prestigious location they would not regain when

modern museums were installed in actual or re-created palaces. 

Lorenzo’s Byzantine mosaics were valued between 20 and 80

florins in the 1492 inventory, and the larger icon of Christ at 100

florins. These valuations equal those of ancient sculpture,

according to Fusco and Corti, but far less than those of ancient

gems or the most precious hardstone carving. In contrast, the

Tazza Farnese at various times was said to be worth 5,000 to

10,000 florins.26 Nonetheless, 100 florins was a respectable sum for

a small panel (54 x 41 cm) and approximates, for example, the 115

florins that Domenico Ghirlandaio received in 1488 for a much

larger altarpiece (285 x 240 cm) of the Adoration of the Magi.27

Thus whether or not Vasari would have valued the Byzantine

icon as art a half-century earlier, it had been highly regarded by

one of the principal Florentine collectors and the predecessor of

the Medici duke to whom Vasari dedicated his Lives of the Artists.
Another way that Byzantine imagery entered Italian collections

was through the acquisition of illuminated Greek manuscripts. In a

sustained manner that process began when the Florentine

chancellor Coluccio Salutati lured the first successful teacher of

Greek in the West, the Byzantine diplomat Manuel Chrysoloras,

to teach in Florence from 1396 to 1400. Thanks to his innovative

instructional methods, Chrysoloras’s pupils acquired both a love for

and knowledge of the Greek language and with it a desire to

acquire Greek manuscripts.28 Scholarly entrepreneurs quickly arose

to satisfy the demand. Giovanni Aurispa, for example, made several

trips to the East, beginning in 1413. He returned in 1423 with 238

manuscripts of classical texts, an astonishing haul.29 Thus was

launched the great humanist hunt for manuscripts in the Eastern

Mediterranean, and at a fortunate time. If a Greek teacher had

come to Florence after the fall of Constantinople a half century

later, the supply of available Greek manuscripts and copyists back

East would have been decimated, and the losses from the sack of

Constantinople correspondingly greater. 

When Chrysoloras arrived in Florence to begin his teaching,

he must have brought Greek manuscripts with him for his

instruction. One of these has been identified, a codex on a grand

scale of the Geography of Ptolemy, now in the Vatican Library,

Vat. Urb. gr. 82, a book produced in Byzantium about 1300 (fig.

106).30 Essential to the text are its many maps, and these fanned

an interest in such world atlases that only increased with a

subsequent Latin translation of the Geography, then a printed

edition, and at the end of the century other geographical works

inspired by it. As a result, an illustrated copy of Ptolemy’s

Geography became a common feature of an aristocratic library.31

Chrysoloras’s own manuscript of the Geography passed to the

wealthy Florentine humanist Palla Strozzi, who willed it to his

sons with the stipulation that it should never leave the family’s

possession, a provision that was soon broken. The manuscript

ended up in the collection of Federigo da Montefeltro, Duke of

Urbino. His son Guidubaldo had an elaborate tooled binding

made for the manuscript, a sign of the high value accorded it.32

Chrysoloras’s manuscript is an early representative of one of

the two versions of the Geography, Recension A, denoted by the

number of maps, twenty-seven, that it contains. One of the more

important Italian members of this recension is a Geography
manuscript in Venice, Bibl. Marc. Z 388, made for Bessarion, the

most significant Byzantine scholar in the Italian Renaissance.

Born in Trebizond, educated in Constantinople and Mistra,

Bessarion became a monk, deacon, priest, and then bishop. He

joined the Byzantine delegation to the church council at Ferrara

and Florence in 1438–39. The conclave’s purpose was to

promulgate the union of the Greek and Latin Churches, and

Bessarion’s arguments in favor of the union attracted the attention

of the pope, who offered him a position in the Latin Church and

later a cardinal’s hat. Bessarion moved to Italy and became a

leading churchman and a prominent humanist. As cardinal, he

had the means to amass a personal library of manuscripts through

the purchase and copying of texts, which he did with particular

zeal after the fall of Constantinople and what he saw as a dire

threat to Greek culture.33

Bessarion concentrated on assembling the central works of

Greek literature, ancient and medieval, and sought out early copies.

In Crete he had a scribe on retainer, Michael Apostolis, who copied

manuscripts for him and made trips about the island and to

Constantinople in search of manuscripts.34 The cardinal donated his

library to the Republic of Venice in 1468, and as a result the

Biblioteca Marciana today has a major collection of Greek

Fig. 137 | Miniature mosaic icon of Christ Pantokrator, 12th century. 
Bargello Museum, Florence. Photo: ©Museo Nazionale del Bargello, Florence,
Italy/Alinari/The Bridgeman Art Library.
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manuscripts that includes a number of fine illuminated Byzantine

codices that Bessarion owned, such as the early eleventh-century

Psalter of Basil II.35 His primary goal, however, was the preservation

of ancient Greek culture, not the re-creation of Byzantine art.

Thus when it came to having a copy of Ptolemy’s Geography
made for his library about 1453, he commissioned a deluxe

manuscript from the Cretan émigré priest and scribe Ioannes

Rhosos. This is among the first extant manuscripts that Rhosos

made in Italy. He would go on to copy scores of Greek

manuscripts for humanists across Italy, but Bessarion was his first

patron and probably the one who facilitated his entry into the

rarified world of Greek manuscript collectors.36 Bessarion wrote

some of the labels in the Ptolemy manuscript himself, an indication

of the importance that he placed on the project.37 Like

Chrysoloras’s copy, the Ptolemy that Bessarion ordered is in large

format (585 x 435 mm), so that its initial author portrait (fig. 138)

is the size of a small panel painting (370 x 320 mm). Although the

manuscript is Greek, nothing about this miniature is Byzantine,

and it has been attributed to a painter from Ferrara.38 Similarly the

white vine ornament elsewhere is standard for Renaissance

illumination associated with Florence, but also other regions.39

While the author portrait of Ptolemy is therefore Renaissance

in character and depicts an array of scientific instruments in the

study of a fifteenth-century scholar, the Greek verses that Rhosos

copied below turn the whole into another example of Bessarion’s

larger aspiration to transplant Byzantine culture to Italy. The

epigram is from the Greek Anthology, a collection of poems from

various centuries that was redacted by Maximos Planoudes in

Constantinople: “Ptolemy/I know that [I] am mortal, a creature

of a day; but when I search into the multitudinous revolving

spirals of the stars my feet no longer rest on the earth, but,

standing by Zeus himself, I take my fill of ambrosia, the food of

the Gods.”40 Bessarion owned the autograph copy of the Anthology,
which Planoudes had finished writing in September 1299. This

manuscript was among a group that Giovanni Aurispa had

brought to Italy earlier in the fifteenth century. Bessarion acquired

it some years later, and hence it is now in Venice, Bibl. Marc. Z.

481.38 Planoudes copied the poem in question on folio llv of

Bessarion’s manuscript, and inscribed beside it the name Ptolemy

in the margin. Beneath the Greek verses on the portrait of

Ptolemy is a Latin translation, prepared by Bessarion’s learned

secretary, Niccolò Perotti.42

Well educated in Greek and Latin, Perotti had come to Rome

in 1447 at the start of the pontificate of the humanist Pope

Nicholas V, who launched the Vatican Library on a sustained

period of acquiring Greek manuscripts and generally supported

humanistic endeavors. Perotti attached himself to the entourage of

Cardinal Bessarion and remained with him until Bessarion’s death

in 1472, while also fulfilling papal duties and leading an active

scholarly life.43 Perhaps on his own or through his patron, Perotti

obtained a handsome Byzantine miniature mosaic of Saint

Demetrios of the fourteenth century (fig. 139).44 Bessarion also had

a collection of mosaics, some of which he donated to St. Peter’s in

Fig. 139 | Miniature mosaic icon of Saint Demetrios, 14th century, 
Museo Civico, Sassoferrato, Italy.

Fig. 138 | Miniature with the portrait of Ptolemy from Ptolemy's Geography, 
ca. 1453. Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice, Gr. Z.388 [=333], fol. 6v. Photo: The Art
Archive/Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana Venice/Gianni Dagli Orti, Ref: AA361043.
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Rome, but his mosaics, like those of Paul II, cannot be identified.45

The Saint Demetrios mosaic is thus a rare documented example of

this genre of Byzantine art in fifteenth-century Rome. 

After Pope Paul II died, in 1471 his successor Sixtus IV

appointed three cardinals—Bessarion, Angelo Capranica, and

Francesco Gonzaga—to deal with Paul II’s large debts. The latter

(born 1444) was much younger than Bessarion (born circa 1400),

and would always be in his intellectual shadow.46 Nevertheless,

thanks to the wealth of his family in Mantua, Cardinal Francesco

Gonzaga had already acquired a reputation as an expert on objets

d’art. Much is known about his collections, thanks to inventories

after his death that have been carefully studied by D. S. Chambers.

They indicate that the cardinal possessed two small old Greek

religious paintings (anchonette grece vechie) of the Crucifixion and the

Virgin, presumably Byzantine.47 Were these icons from Paul II’s

collection for which the cardinal was a type of co-executor? What is

more certain is that from his first days in Rome, Cardinal Gonzaga

developed a relationship with Bessarion and his Greek circle. In

1462 Francesco’s father wrote his son seeking his help in having a

Greek Bible copied. The request led Francesco to Bessarion, who

offered him manuscripts and invited him to dinner.48

Cardinal Gonzaga’s interests in matters Greek continued after

Bessarion’s death in 1472. A few years later Francesco

commissioned one of the most unusual creations of the Greco-

Roman humanism of Renaissance Rome, a bilingual copy of the

Iliad and the Odyssey, now in the Vatican Library (Vat. Gr.

1626–7).49 Rhosos, the scribe whom Bessarion had used for his

Ptolemy manuscript, copied the Greek sections of both volumes,

finishing the Iliad on May 31, 1477, and the Odyssey on September

15, 1477 (fig. 140). The Latin sections have been convincingly

attributed to one of the best-studied Renaissance scribes in recent

decades, Bartolomeo San Vito, who copied manuscripts in an

elegant italic hand for the humanist elite.50 San Vito was originally

from Padua, and may have come to Rome with Paul II at the

beginning of his pontificate in 1464. Later he established himself

in the household or familia of Cardinal Gonzaga. The attribution

of the illumination of the Vatican Homer, though vexed, has been

resolved through the discovery of a document linking the book

with Gaspare da Padova, who, like San Vito, is documented as

working for the cardinal.51

Although the Homer manuscripts were never completed—

only the Greek text is finished and many frontispieces were never

attempted—what was finished is of the highest order, and they

constitute of one the finest achievements of Italian Renaissance

manuscript illumination. More particularly for the purposes of

this essay, the project is a singular monument to the regard paid

to Byzantine art, because, as has been noted elsewhere, the

decorated frame of the Greek frontispieces imitates the ornament

and presentation of Byzantine manuscripts of the tenth and

eleventh centuries.52 The architectural frontispiece of the Latin

page, in contrast, displays piles of Roman arms and classicizing

architecture that are typical of Gaspare’s book decoration and of

Venetian illumination more generally. At the top of each

frontispiece are three narrow panels with the same vignette from

Book I of the Iliad. Excepting minor compositional variations, the

only significant difference between the Greek and Latin narrative

scenes is that the Greek versions replace the standard Renaissance

landscape with medieval gold backgrounds in the two lateral

Fig. 140 | Homer, Iliad, ca. 1477.
Vatican City, Vatican Library, Vat. gr.
1626, fols. 1v–2r. Photo: ©2013
Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana.
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panels. Only the Latin frontispiece has delicate purple shading

around the frame, enhancing the illusionism of the architecture.

Without that shading, three-dimensional structures, and

landscapes, the Greek page appears flatter, but as a result, its text

block is better integrated into the total design than Latin side, all

characteristics of Byzantine illumination generally. 

By these differences, Gaspare da Padova distinguished between

a Greek and Latin antiquity. For the latter, he employed the well-

established visual vocabulary of Renaissance art; for the former, he

resorted to the only Greek antiquity available to him—old Greek

manuscripts in Roman collections. Since Cardinal Bessarion’s

manuscripts had already been sent to Venice, the largest Greek

library then in Rome was at the Vatican. Its holdings increased

rapidly during the period, and could be consulted by appropriate

individuals, such as a cardinal, so models would have been available

to Cardinal Gonzaga’s illuminator. Did Gaspare know that he was

copying not ancient but Byzantine manuscripts and confuse the

ancient and the medieval, an example of what has lately been called

the “Anachronic Renaissance?”53 Or were such distinctions as

important to him as they are to us today? These questions cannot

be answered with the information available, but the fact of the

appreciation of Byzantine illumination is not to be denied.

In 1478 Cardinal Gonzaga engaged Rhosos to copy a Greek

Gospel book for him, probably not because he wanted to read the

scriptures in the original Greek, a language he did not command,

but because like many humanist bibliophiles he enjoyed the

prestige of owning Greek books. If the cardinal’s library had an

illustrated Homer in Greek, then it was appropriate for it also to

include the four Gospels, now London, Brit. Lib. Harley 5790 (fig.

141). In this case, the illuminator has not been identified, but the

model for the Byzantine illumination can be specified, an eleventh-

century Gospel, presently, but not then, in the Vatican Library,

Ross. 135–138 (fig. 142). Its whereabouts in the fifteenth century

are not known, other than it must have been available to the

illuminator of the Gonzaga manuscript about 1478. The decorative

program at the beginning of each of the four Gospels conforms to

the Byzantine model with certain revealing exceptions. While the

iconography of the headpiece and marginal decoration follows the

medieval model, the cardinal’s illuminator depicted the evangelist in

a wholly Renaissance style, much as Paris Bordone had

transformed the Byzantine iconic image of Christ (figs. 136–137). 

In the Renaissance miniature (fig. 141) John turns his back to

the facing page and copies his text on a sturdy desk, as his symbol,

the eagle, hovers majestically above. The Byzantine evangelist (fig.

142), as is typical, has no symbol. Instead he is inspired directly by

the hand of God in the upper right corner of the frame. John looks

to the right and gestures with that hand toward the opposite page,

where a medallion of Christ, the Logos (Word), is positioned

above that word in John 1:1, “In the Beginning was the Word.” In

the margin, the figure of John the Baptist stands next to verse 6:

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He

came for testimony to bear witness.” John’s raised hand visually

indicates that witness, as does the evangelist’s gesture on the facing

page. Word and image are thereby fused. The Byzantine

miniaturist has conceived of both pages as a unified space for a

divine drama that is performed on, across, and before the pages of

this small book that the pious beholder could easily hold. Much of

this subtlety was lost in the Renaissance translation and

enlargement. The Byzantine book is a personal devotional text (195

x 140 mm [7⅔ x 5½ in.]). The cardinal’s manuscript (310 x 215

mm [12¼ x 8½ in]) is three times larger, so that the book is less

intimate and more for show, an object to be displayed on a desk.

The collecting of Greek manuscripts continued past the

fifteenth century. These manuscripts were treasured, sometimes

restored for better or worse, and from the seventeenth century they

became the subjects of scholarly study. The appreciation of the

larger category of Byzantine art, however, did not extend long past

the end of the Byzantine Empire, with the exception of certain

icons. Byzantine icons had had a major impact in the West in the

later Middle Ages, and in certain areas, especially Venice, they

continued to influence religious painting (fig. 136) into the

sixteenth century and to play important devotional roles much

Fig. 141 | The Four Gospels, 1478. British Library, London, Ms. Harley 5790, fols. 232v–233r.
Photo: ©The British Library Board.

Fig. 142 | Gospel, 11th century. Vatican City, Vatican Library, Vat. Ross. 138, fols. 3r–4r.
Photo: ©2013 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana.
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later, as in the case of the Madonna Nicopea (fig. 143), which

remains in religious use in the north chapel of San Marco to this

day. Yet in the process such an icon became so thoroughly

incorporated into the rituals and music of its locality that it was as

much or more Venetian than Byzantine.54 In the same way,

Cardinal Bessarion’s great collection of Greek manuscripts came to

be installed at the civic center of Venice in the splendid library that

the Venetian Senate commissioned Jacopo Sansovino to erect.

Byzantine objects that came to Italy during the Renaissance

survived because they became part of that Renaissance in some

way or another, though much of their former religious character

was lost. In contrast, the Byzantine objects from Greece in our

exhibition were preserved by different communities after 1453 that

allowed them to remain closer to their medieval status until they

too became artworks in a “museum,” a word of ancient Greek

origin but an institution of the Enlightenment and Romanticism

that nourishes our world.
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njegove škole u stvaranju nove redakcije
srpskih c’irilskih spomenika.” Svetosavski
zbornik 1 (1936): 1–66.

Bellingeri 1998. G. Bellingeri. “Nuove note

turche in margine al ‘Romanzo di
Alessandro’.” In La diffusione dell’eredità
classica nell’età tardoantica e medievale. Il
‘Romanzo di Alessandro’ e altri scritti. Atti del
Seminario internazionale di studio, Roma-
Napoli, 25–27 settembre 1997, edited by R.
B. Finazzi and A. Valvo, 21–44.
Alessandria, 1998.

Bellingeri 1999. G. Bellingeri. “Il ‘Romanzo
di Alessandro’ dell’Istituto Ellenico di
Venezia: glosse turche ‘gregarie’.” In
Medioevo romanzo e orientale. Il viaggio dei
testi. III Colloquio Internazionale, Venezia 10–
13 ottobre 1996, edited by A. Pioletti and F.
Rizzo Nervo, 315–40. Soveria Mannelli,
Italy, 1999.

Belting 1970. H. Belting. Das illuminierte Buch
in der spätbyzantinischen Gesellschaft.
Heidelberg, 1970. 

Belting 1980–81. H. Belting. “An Image and
Its Function in the Liturgy: the Man of
Sorrows in Byzantium.” DOP 34–35 (1980–
81): 1–16. 

Belting 1994. H. Belting. Likeness and
Presence. A History of the Image before the
Era of Art. Chicago, 1994. 

Belting 2006. H. Belting. “Dandolo’s
Dreams: Venetian State Art and
Byzantium.” πn Byzantium: Faith and Power
(1261–1557). Perspectives on Late Byzantine
Art and Culture, edited by S. T. Brooks,
138–53. New York, 2006. 

Belting et al. 1978. H. Belting, C. Mango,
and D. Mouriki. The mosaics and frescoes of
St. Mary Pammakaristos (Fethiye Camii) at
Istanbul, edited by C. Mango. Washington,
D.C., 1978.

Benaki Museum 1936. Benaki Museum. Guide.
Athens, 1936.

Bénazeth 1992. D. Bénazeth. L’art du métal
au début de l’ère chrétienne. Musée du Louvre,
Catalogue du département des antiquités
égyptiennes. Paris, 1992.

Bénazeth 2001. D. Bénazeth. Catalogue
général du Musée copte du Caire. Vol. 1,
Objets en métal. Cairo, 2001.

Benjamin of Tudela 1907. The Itinerary of
Benjamin of Tudela, edited by M. N. Adler.
London, 1907.

Berger 1982. A. Berger. Das Bad in der
byzantinischen Zeit. Munich, 1982.

Bergmann 2005. M. Bergmann. “La
ritrattistica privata di età costantiniana:
l’abbandono del prototipo imperiale.” In
Costantino il Grande, la civiltà antica al bivio
tra Occidente e Oriente, edited by A. Donati
and G. Gentili. Exh. cat., Rimini, Castel
Sismondo, 156–65. Milan, 2005. 

Berlin 1983. Ex aere solido: Bronzen von der
Antike bis zur Gegenwart, Eine Ausstellung der
Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz Berlin aus
den Beständen ihrer Staatlichen Museen,
edited by P. Bloch and M.-Th. Suermann.
Exh. cat., Westfälisches Landesmuseum für
Kunst und Kulturgeschichte, Münster, and
the Saarlandmuseum, Saarbrücken. Berlin,
1983.
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his Posthumous Life, and the Religious
Legitimization of the Russian Great Power.
Wiesbaden, 2001.

Kosmas Indikopleustes 1968–73. Cosmas
Indicopleustès. Topographie chrétienne,
edited and translated into French by W.
Wolska-Conus. 3 vols. Paris, 1968–73.

Kotzabassi and ¡. Ševčenko 2010. S.
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Harmondsworth, 1986.

Krautschick 1989. S. Krautschick. “Die
Familie der Könige in Spätantike und
Frühmittelalter.” In Das Reich und die
Barbaren, edited by E. Chrysos and A.
Schwarcz, 109–42. Vienna, 1989.

Kravari 1991. V. Kravari. “Note sur le prix
des manuscrits (IXe–XVe siècle).” In Hommes
et richesses dans l’Empire Byzantin. Vol. 2,
VIIIe–XVe siècle, edited by V. Kravari, J.
Lefort, and C. Morrisson, 375–84. Paris,
1991.

Krekic’ 1961. B. Krekic’. Dubrovnik (Raguse) et
le Levant au Moyen Âge. Paris, 1961.
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Arcivescovo di Siponto. Rome, 1925. 

Mercati 1935. G. Mercati. Per la storia dei
manoscritti greci di Genova, di varie badie
basiliane d’Italia e di Patmo. Vatican City, 1935.

Metsovo 2000. ™˘ÏÏÔÁ¤˜ ∂˘¿ÁÁÂÏÔ˘ ∞‚¤ÚˆÊ:
Δ·ÍÈ‰Â‡ÔÓÙ·˜ ÛÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ, edited by O.
Mentzafou-Polyzou. Exh. cat., Metsovo, E.
Averoff Art Gallery. Athens, 2000.

B. Metzger 1987. B. M. Metzger. The canon
of the New Testament: its origin, development,
and significance. Oxford, 1987. 

C. Metzger 1974. C. Metzger. “Trois lustres
cultuels en métal.” La Revue du Louvre et
des Musées de France 24, no. 4–5 (1974):
319–22.

C. Metzger 1980. C. Metzger. “Colliers,
diadèmes ou ceintures? Éléments de bijoux
cousus de l’Antiquité tardive.” La Revue du
Louvre et des Musées de France 30, no. 1
(1980): 1–5.

C. Metzger 2002. C. Metzger. “Le Trésor de
Carthage. Étude raisonnée.” In F. Baratte,
J. Lang, S. La Niece, and C. Metzger. Le
Trésor de Carthage: Contribution à l’étude de
l’orfèvrerie de l’antiquité tardive, 13–87.
Paris, 2002.

Meyendorff 1959. J. Meyendorff.

“L’iconographie de la Sagesse Divine dans
la tradition byzantine.” CahArch 10 (1959):
259–77.

Meyendorff 1964. J. Meyendorff. “Byzantine
Views of Islam.” DOP 18 (1964): 113–32.

Meyendorff 1974a. J. Meyendorff. “Society
and Culture in the Fourteenth Century.
Religious Problems.” In Actes du XIVe

Congrès international des études byzantines,
Bucarest, 6–12 Septembre 1971, edited by M.
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Architecture.” In C’určic’ and Mouriki 1991,
75–110. 

Ousterhout 2002. R. Ousterhout. The Art of
the Kariye Camii. London and Istanbul,
2002.

Ousterhout 2008. R. Ousterhout. “Churches
and Monasteries.” In E. Jeffreys et al.
2008, 353–72. 

Ousterhout 2009. R. Ousterhout.
“Byzantium between East and West and
the Origins of Heraldry.” In Byzantine Art:
Recent Studies. Essays in Honor of Lois
Drewer, edited by C. Hourihane, 153–70.
Tempe, Ariz., 2009.

P. Cair. Masp. 1911–16. Papyrus grecs
d’époque byzantine, Catalogue général des
antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire,
edited by J. Maspero. 3 vols. Cairo, 1911–
16.

P. Flor. 1915. Papiri Greco-egizii, Papiri
Fiorentini, III, Documenti e testi letterari
dell’età romana e bizantina, edited by G.
Vitelli. Milan, 1915.

P. Lond. 1917. Greek Papyri in the British
Museum, V, edited by H. I. Bell. London,
1917.

P. Stras. 1971–89. Papyrus grecs de la
Bibliothèque Nationale et Universitaire de
Strasbourg, VI–IX, edited by J. Schwartz.
Strasbourg, 1971–89.

Pace et al. 2009. V. Pace, S. Guido, and P.
Radiciotti. La Crux Vaticana o Croce di
Giustino II. Museo storico artistico del tesoro di
San Pietro. Vatican City, 2009.

Pache 2004. C. Ondine Pache. Baby and Child
Heroes in Ancient Greece. Urbana, Ill., 2004. 

Pachymeres 1999. Georges Pachymérès.
Relations Historiques. Vol. 4, Livres X–XIII,
edited and translated in French by A.
Failler. Paris, 1999.

Paderborn 2001. Byzanz. Das Licht aus dem
Osten: Kult und Alltag im Byzantinischen Reich
vom 4. bis 15. Jahrhundert, edited by Ch.
Stiegemann. Exh. cat., Paderborn,
Erzbischöflichen Diözesanmuseum. Mainz
am Rhein, 2001.

Padua 2000. Luca Evangelista. Parola e
Immagine tra Oriente e Occidente, edited by
G. Canova Mariani, P. Vettore Ferraro, F.
Toniolo, A. Nante, and A. De Nicolò
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coordination of P. Canart. Exh. cat., Sofia,
Galerie Nationale d’Art étranger, XXIIe

Congrès International des Études
Byzantines. Sofia, 2011. 

Solovjev 1935. A. V. Solovjev. “Les

emblèmes héraldiques de Byzance et les
Slaves.” Seminarium Kondakovianum 7
(1935): 119–64.

Sophoulis 2012. P. Sophoulis. Byzantium and
Bulgaria, 775–831. Leiden, 2012. 

Sotheby’s 1987. Icons. Russian Pictures and
Works of Art. Sale cat., London, Sotheby &
Co., May 1, 1987. London, 1987.

G. Sotiriou 1915. G. A. Sotiriou. “¡ÂÒÙÂÚÔ˜
∫·Ïfi˜ ¶ÔÈÌ‹Ó ÙÔ˘ ∂ıÓÈÎÔ‡ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎÔ‡
ªÔ˘ÛÂ›Ô˘ ∞ıËÓÒÓ.” AE (1915): 34-43. 

G. Sotiriou 1929–30. G. A. Sotiriou.
“μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ·› ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎ·› ª·ÎÂ‰ÔÓ›·˜ Î·È
·Ï·È¿˜ ∂ÏÏ¿‰Ô˜.” μ∑ 30 (1929–30): 
568–76.

G. Sotiriou 1931. G. A. Sotiriou. √‰ËÁfi˜ ÙÔ˘
μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÔ‡ ªÔ˘ÛÂ›Ô˘ ∞ıËÓÒÓ. Athens, 1931
(1st reprint). 

G. Sotiriou 1932. G. A. Sotiriou. “ΔÚ¿Â˙·
Ì·ÚÙ‡ÚˆÓ ÙÔ˘ μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÔ˘ ªÔ˘ÛÂ›Ô˘
∞ıËÓÒÓ.” PraktikaChAE 1 (1932): 7–17
(with summary in German).

G. Sotiriou 1933. G. A. Sotiriou. “∞Ú·‚ÈÎ·›
‰È·ÎÔÛÌ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÂÈ˜ Ù· ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ¿ ÌÓËÌÂ›· ÙË˜
∂ÏÏ¿‰Ô˜.” PraktikaChAE 2 (1933): 57–93
(with summary in German).  

G. Sotiriou 1949. G. A. Sotiriou. “Δ·
ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÈÎ¿ ¿ÌÊÈ· ÙË˜ OÚıÔ‰fiÍÔ˘
EÏÏËÓÈÎ‹˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜.” Theologia 20
(1949): 603–14.

G. Sotiriou 1956. G. A. Sotiriou. “ΔÔ
ÊÚ·ÁÎÈÎfiÓ Î¿ÛÙÚÔÓ ÃÏÔ˘ÌÔ˘ÙÛ›Ô˘ Î·È Ë
Û¯¤ÛÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ °Ï·Ú¤ÓÙ˙·Ó. (™˘Ì‚ÔÏ‹
ÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ ÈÛÙÔÚ›·Ó Î·È ÙËÓ Ù¤¯ÓËÓ ÙˆÓ
ÊÚ·ÁÎÔ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÒÓ ∫¿ÛÙÚˆÓ ÙÔ˘
ªÔÚ¤ˆ˜).” πn Mélanges offerts à Octave et
Melpo Merlier à l’occasion du 25e anniversaire
de leur arrivée en Grèce, vol. 2, 425–37.
Athens, 1956.

G. Sotiriou 1962. G. Sotiriou. ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ‹ Î·È
μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁ›·. Vol. 1, ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ¿
∫ÔÈÌËÙ‹ÚÈ·. ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹ ∞Ú¯ÈÙÂÎÙÔÓÈÎ‹.
Athens, 1962 (reprint of 1942 ed.).

G. Sotiriou and M. Sotiriou 1956–58. G.
Sotiriou and M. Sotiriou. ∂ÈÎfiÓÂ˜ ÙË˜ ªÔÓ‹˜
™ÈÓ¿. 2 vols. Athens, 1956–58. 

M. Sotiriou 1970–72. M. G. Sotiriou.
“¶ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù· ÙË˜ ÂÈÎÔÓÔÁÚ·Ê›·˜ ÙÔ˘
ÙÚÔ‡ÏÔ˘ ÙÔ˘ Ó·Ô‡ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á. °ÂˆÚÁ›Ô˘
£ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜.” DChAE 6 (1970–72): 
191–204 (with summary in French). 

Soucek 1997. P. Soucek. “Byzantium and the
Islamic East.” In New York 1997, 403–11.

Souda 1928–38. Suidae Lexicon, edited by A.
Adler. Leipzig, 1928–38. 

Sozomenos 1954. Sozomenos. Historia
ecclesiastica, edited by J. Bidez and G. C.
Hansen. 2nd ed., Berlin, 1954.

Spanakis 1955. S. G. Spanakis. “∏ ‰È·ı‹ÎË
ÙÔ˘ ∞ÓÙÚ¤· ∫ÔÚÓ¿ÚÔ˘ (1611).” Kretika
Chronika 9 (1955): 379–478.

Spatharakis 1981. I. Spatharakis. Corpus of
dated illuminated Greek manuscripts to the
year 1453. 2 vols. Leiden, 1981.

Spatharakis 1995. I. Spatharakis. “The
Influence of the Lithos in the Development
of the Iconography of the Threnos.” In
Moss and Kiefer 1995, 435–46. 

Speck 1974. P. Speck. Die kaiserliche
Universität von Konstantinopel. Präzisierungen
zur Frage des höheren Schulwesens in Byzanz
im 9. und 10. Jahrhundert. Munich, 1974.

Speck 1981. P. Speck. Artabasdos, der
rechtgläubige Vorkämpfer der göttlichen
Lehren. Untersuchungen zur Revolte des
Artabasdos und ihrer Darstellung in der
byzantinischen Historiographie. Bonn, 1981. 

Spieser 1984. J.-M. Spieser. Thessalonique et
ses monuments du IVe au VIe siècle.
Contribution à l’étude d’une ville
paléochrétienne. Athens, 1984. 

Spieser 1986. J.-M. Spieser. “La
christianisation de la ville dans l’Antiquité
tardive.” Ktema 11 (1986): 49–55.



| 355 |

Spieser 1995. J.-M. Spieser. “Portes, limites
et organisation de l’espace dans les églises
paléochrétiennes.” Klio 77 (1995): 433–45
(English translation in J.-M. Spieser. Urban
and Religious Spaces in Late Antiquity and
Early Byzantium. Aldershot, 2001). 

Spieser 2004. J.-M. Spieser. Autour de la
Traditio Legis. Thessaloniki, 2004.

St. Petersburg and London 2000. Sinai,
Byzantium, Russia. Orthodox Art from the
Sixth to the Twentieth Century, edited by Y.
Piatnitsky, O. Baddeley, E. Brunner, and M.
Mundell Mango. Exh. cat., St. Petersburg,
State Hermitage Museum, and London,
Courtauld Institute of Art. London, 2000.

Stampolidis 2004a. N. Ch. Stampolidis.
“∂ÏÂ‡ıÂÚÓ·. ∏ ı¤ÛË.” In Athens 2004,
18–21. 

Stampolidis 2004b. N. Ch. Stampolidis.
“¢˘ÙÈÎfi˜ ·Ó·ÛÎ·ÊÈÎfi˜ ÙÔÌ¤·˜ πππ.” In
Athens 2004, 82–103. 

Stathakopoulos 2003. D. Stathakopoulos.
“Reconstructing the Climate of the
Byzantine World: State of the Problem and
Case Studies.” In People and Nature in
Historical Perspective, edited by J.
Laszlovszky and P. Szabfi, 247–61.
Budapest, 2003.

Stavridis 1985. A. Stavridis. “Römische
Porträts im Archäologischen Museum von
Chania.” Boreas 8 (1985): 105–10. 

Stavridou-Zafraka 1995. A. Stavridou-
Zafraka. “T· ı¤Ì·Ù· ÙÔ˘ M·ÎÂ‰ÔÓÈÎÔ‡
XÒÚÔ˘. TÔ ı¤Ì· ™ÙÚ˘ÌfiÓÔ˜.” In ¢ÈÂıÓ¤˜
™˘Ó¤‰ÚÈÔ, B˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹ M·ÎÂ‰ÔÓ›· 324–1430 Ì.X.,
£ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË 29–31 OÎÙˆ‚Ú›Ô˘ 1992, 307–
19 (with summary in English). Thessaloniki,
1995.

Stefanidou-Tiveriou 1985. Th. Stefanidou-
Tiveriou. ΔÚ·Â˙ÔÊfiÚ· ÙÔ˘ ªÔ˘ÛÂ›Ô˘
£ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜. Thessaloniki, 1985.

Stefanidou-Tiveriou 1993. Th. Stefanidou-
Tiveriou. ΔÚ·Â˙ÔÊfiÚ· ÌÂ Ï·ÛÙÈÎ‹
‰È·ÎfiÛÌËÛË. ∏ ∞ÙÙÈÎ‹ ÔÌ¿‰·. Athens, 1993.

Stein 1937. G. Stein. Everybody’s
Autobiography. New York, 1937. 

Stephenson 2000. P. Stephenson.
Byzantium’s Balkan Frontier: A Political Study
of the Northern Balkans, 900–1204.
Cambridge, 2000.

Stephenson 2003. P. Stephenson. The
Legend of Basil the Bulgar-Slayer.
Cambridge, 2003.

Stethatos 1994. Niketas Stethatos. μ›Ô˜ Î·È
¶ÔÏÈÙÂ›· ÙÔ˘ ÂÓ ·Á›ÔÈ˜ ·ÙÚfi˜ ËÌÒÓ ™˘ÌÂÒÓ
ÙÔ˘ ¡¤Ô˘ £ÂÔÏfiÁÔ˘, introduction, edition,
translation, and commentary by S.
Koutsas. Athens, 1994 (reprint 2005).

Stevenson 1978. J. Stevenson. The
Catacombs. Rediscovered monuments of early
Christianity. London, 1978.

Stichel 1997. R. H. W. Stichel. “Die
‘Schlangensäule’ im Hippodrom von
Istanbul. Zum spät- und nachantiken
Schicksal des Delphischen Votivs der
Schlacht von Plataiai.” Istanbuler
Mitteilungen 47 (1997): 315–48.

Stiernon 1965. L. Stiernon. “Notes de
titulature et de prosopographie
byzantines. Sébaste et Gambros.” REB 23
(1965): 222–43.

Stikas 1979. E. G. Stikas. “∞Ó·ÛÎ·Ê‹
‚·ÛÈÏÈÎÒÓ ∞ÌÊÈfiÏÂˆ˜.” PAE (1979): 80–
89.

Stirling 2005. L. M. Stirling. The Learned
Collector: Mythological Statuettes and
Classical Taste in Late Antique Gaul. Ann
Arbor, 2005.

Stirling 2008. L. M. Stirling. “Pagan
Statuettes in Late Antique Corinth:
Sculpture from the Panayia Domus.”
Hesperia 77, no. 1 (2008): 89–161. 

Stiros et al. 2004. S. Stiros, S. Papageorgiou,
and S. Markoulaki. “∫·Ù·ÛÙÚÔÊ‹ ÙˆÓ

∫ÚËÙÈÎÒÓ fiÏÂˆÓ ÙÔ 365 Ì.Ã.” In Creta
Romana e Protobizantina, Atti del Congresso
Internazionale, Iraklion, 23–30 settembre
2000, edited by M. Livadiotti and I.
Simiakaki, vol. 2, 427–44. Padua, 2004.

Stoetzel 1963. J. Stoetzel. La psychologie
sociale. Paris, 1963.

Stogioglou 1971. G. A. Stogioglou. ∏ ÂÓ
£ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË ¶·ÙÚÈ·Ú¯ÈÎ‹ ªÔÓ‹ ÙˆÓ
μÏ·Ù¿‰ˆÓ. Thessaloniki, 1971. 

Stoneman et al. 2012. R. Stoneman, K.
Erickson, and I. Netton, eds. The Alexander
Romance in Persia and the East. Groningen,
2012.

Stouraitis 2012. I. Stouraitis. “Conceptions
of War and Peace in Anna Comnena’s
Alexiad.” In Byzantine War Ideology between
Roman Imperial Concept and Christian
Religion. Akten des Internationalen
Symposiums (Wien, 19.–21. Mai 2011), edited
by J. Koder and I. Stouraitis, 69–80.
Vienna, 2012.

Strati 1985–86. A. Strati. “TÔ Ûˆ˙fiÌÂÓÔ
„ËÊÈ‰ˆÙfi ÙÔ˘ AÔÛÙfiÏÔ˘ AÓ‰Ú¤· ·fi ÙËÓ
¶·Ï·È¿ MËÙÚfiÔÏË ™ÂÚÚÒÓ.” Makedonika
25 (1985-86): 88–104 (with summary in
English).

Strehlke 1994. C. B. Strehlke. “Fra Angelico
Studies.” In New York 1994, 25-42. 

Striker and Hawkins 1997. C. L. Striker and
E. J. W. Hawkins. “Mosaics and Frescoes.”
In Kalenderhane in Istanbul. The Buildings,
Their History, Architecture, and Decoration:
Final Reports on the Archaeological
Exploration and Restoration at Kalenderhane
Camii 1966–1978, edited by C. L. Striker
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